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From the Editors Desk 

 

Hello Fellow Quilters, 
 
What is a retreat? A time to stop and rest so you can go on again. A time to return to basics: 
basic attitudes, basic beliefs, the basic balance of life. 
 
A quilting retreat however, is a time to finish all those projects that have been sitting in your 
closet for a couple of years. Is a time to start a new project, maybe get organized on your 
projects? Maybe is a time to do nothing and work around the room and chit chat with all 
your friends.  
 
This year’s retreat was my first one. I did a little bit of all the above.  Thanks to the Retreat 
committee for making this a wonderful retreat!!!!. I think I can say for everybody it was great. 
Lots of fun and comradely in the group. I will not say names but some people forgot their 
luggage; some went shopping to malls, other watch basketball games. Some wanted to 
take their projects and trash them, we rescue that one. It was fine just a frustrated quilter. A 
person forgot or does not know how to count and was short on the project she was making. 
Another quilter forgot her foot pedal. There was coffee, a little a bit of confusion on the 
measurements but at the third try everybody was happy with quality. We had lots of laugh. 
Some instead of quilting a retreat cabin challenge they colored the pattern.  In all in it was a 
great an experience and cannot wait for the next one. 
 
Are you ready for the Bingo night, if not there is still time. The pattern is on the website. Please 
read Roni suggestions in the newsletter. Also this month is PQ Mystery quilt day!!!!! Ladies cut 
your fabrics and do not forget to bring them along your sewing machine. This month you will 
receive your block exchange and get instructions on the new one. Robin has the new dates 
for the Sheriff Youth Ranch activities and Silent Auction is fast approaching and we need 
your help to make successful so please look in your sewing rooms for those who have one, 
the rest I know look in your plastic tubs, for those items that you no longer one and bring 
them to the April meeting or get them to Robin VanScoy.  
 



Also do not forget your Secret Pal it is been a while. Please take a moment browse through 
the newsletter; we have a new block of the month. There are new websites to visit, recipes to 
try, welcome the new members. Happy Birthday March ladies!!!!! See at the meeting. 
 

Happy Quilting!!!!! 
Norma  
Newsletter Editor 
 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 

PQ’s Website 
 

Check the latest news on our website www.hypersytes.com\pqwebsite 
 

~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Up Coming Events 
 

2009 

• April 16th -  Bingo Night 
• April 25th – Mystery Quilt – Crossroads Baptist Church 
•  May 21st - Summer party “Picnic W. O. A.” – Crossroads Baptist Church 
• June 18 & 19 –  “Square in Square” Judy Chambers Lecture and workshop 
• July 16th – Country Quilts and Bear – Sale 
• August 20th – Outreach Sewing 
• September 17th – Show and Tell Night!!!!! 
• October 15th – Make it and Take it 
• November 19th – Brown Bag Challenge 
• December 17th – Holiday Party 

~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Membership 
Penny Black 
 
A Great Big “WELCOME”   to our newest members: 
 
Sharon Dews - Clearwater  
Julie Richter - Tampa 
    

~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Programs 
Roni Hunt 
 
Programs - April is B&B Month! Bingo and By-Laws! Please bring your bingo cards (see the 
directions on the PQ site if you need them) and either buttons or straight pins so that you can 



play the cars on your lap. Don't forget that if you use straight pins you'll need a pin cushion to 
store them until you need them; and if you use buttons, you'll need to sit and be steady so 
you don't loose your markers. Either way, you might want to bring something to steady your 
bingo cards. Some options might be to bring a portable work surface, such as the one we 
made years ago at the shop; another option is even core board to stick the pins into through 
the bingo card as you need to mark your space. Another great bingo card-steadying item 
would be the great project board like the ones you've seen popping up around the shop. 
See a sample of that on the web site just to get ideas.  Just use your imagination. If you are 
stuck, call Roni with any questions 727-741-6714. 
 

~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Block of the Month 
 
The Block of the Month pattern for April is posted on the 'byannie' site that you can access 
through our PQ-hypersite website! There will be copies of the pattern at the February 
meeting. This month’s block is Easter basket and is paper piecing.  
 
There are many benefits that when completing a block for the BOM 
              - Make a block in a pattern that they might not have tried before 
              - Opportunity to learn a new technique - one block at a time 
              - Work with colors they have not used for themselves 
              - Make a block for a fellow PQ guild friend 
 
There will be samples made for you to see. If you want to send a photo of your block to 
include in the next newsletter, please feel free to e-mail it to nsantiago2@tampabay.rr.com.  
For those who finished all 12 blocks, your name will be included in a drawing for basket filled 
with goodies.   
 
 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Donations 
 
We are accepting donations of any type of quilting or sewing items for the baskets that will 
be given on the Block of the month raffle and the survey contests. Thanks in advance for 
cooperating.  Please bring items to the meeting and this can be given to Norma Santiago.  
 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

 

Block Swap  
Pat Dearth 
 
This is the month everyone is waiting for!!! All the swaps have been collected and the 
committee is ready to pass out the swap blocks for those who participated. We would like to 
thanks all that participants in the swap and hope that they continue to do so. This month the 



committee has prepared the new swap but it is going to be a surprise so attend the meeting 
to find out what is going to be.  
 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Healing Hearts 
  

Dear PQ's, 
 
I'm sure you have heard or read by now about our two members, Becky Madasz and Mary 
Ann Blackmore, who have lost family members this month. Check our website for information 
on making healing heart blocks to send our love and support to these ladies.  Remember, it's 
never too late to make them.  If you have fallen behind, don't worry.  It's wonderful to 
receive a blessing at any time. 
 
Lori 
 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
PQ’s Retreat 2009 
Sharon Kalinowski 
 
The week-end of April 3,4,5  forty seven PQ  women descended on Day Springs retreat 
Center in Parish Florida with the determination to have fun and sew the days away.  They 
stayed in cabins which are in a beautiful rustic setting with quilts covering each bed.   All 
meals were provided, so we could maximize our sewing, shopping and fun times.   
 
Many ladies started off the week-end by visiting the local quilt stores in Ellington, Bradenton 
and Sarasota.   There are several quilt stores in the area, all of which gave us discounts of 10 -
15%.   The Ellington Outlet Mall is just a stone throw away and a few ladies could not resist 
checking out the bargains.  Ask Susan and Maureen to show you their new Coach 
Handbags. 
 
We discovered that Sarasota has a large Amish community and several restaurants that 
serve food created in the Amish tradition. Alma Sue’s a small but very cute quilt store had 2 
groups of ladies who were finishing 2 small quilts by hand.  They were very friendly and took 
the time to tell us about a couple of the local restaurants.   
 
Sewing started at 3:00 PM in the New Pavilion meeting room and continued into the wee 
hours of the morning. I think the last group left about 3:00 A.M.  Saturday, there was a 
wonderful afternoon tea party. The ladies got all decked out in their best hats. Karen 
Pieczonka and Sandy Davis took the prize for Best Tea Attire. Ask to see their rhinestone 
studded travel mug.  
 
We also played a couple of games. Upon arrival each lady was given a sheet of “Little 
Known Facts” about some of the ladies in the group.  Several ladies were able to uncover 
the truth and successfully figure out which fact belonged to which woman.  There was some 



good spirited competition, but Diane Eberlein was victorious after a drawing to break the tie.  
The list is included in this newsletter. See how well you know; your quilting friends. Saturday 
night there was a seated scavenger hunt. Of course prizes were awarded!   
 
Since we needed to keep up our strength, pizza was ordered about midnight on Saturday. It 
went pretty fast, so next year we will double our order! Maybe we could stay up all night that 
way! Sunday found us exclaiming the week-end went too fast as we packed up our clothes 
in preparation to leave at 3:00.  Save April 30 – May 2 2010 for next time.  
 
Big thanks to our many donors, who were very generous this year. They are listed in this 
newsletter.  Please show your appreciation by thanking them when you go into their shops.  
If you have never been in the shop before, let them know that you heard about them 
through your quilt guild.  We need to support our shops, so we can continue this great 
tradition of sewing and friendship.   
 

Donor Name Address phone 

Sue Bay Area Quilting 5150 66th St N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 
33709 

(727) 547-
5444 

Country Quilts & Bears 1983 Drew Street 
Clearwater, FL 
33765 

727-461-4171 

 

Happy Apple 32660 U.S. 19 N. 
Palm Harbor, FL 
34684 

(727) 789-
6272 

Rainbow’s End 941 Broadway St. 
Dunedin FL. 

34698 

727-733-8572 

Stitch & Stash 7139 SR 54 
New Port Richey, 
FL 34653 

(727) 232-
1692 

Bernina Phaff Sewing 14976 N Florida 
Ave 
Tampa, FL 33613 

813-969-2458 

Keep Me in Stitches 14833 N. Dale 
Mabry Hwy. 
Tampa, FL 33618 

(813) 908-
3889 

Quilt Til You Wilt 9609 Fulton Ave 
Hudson, FL 34667 

(727) 862-
6141 

Sew Worth It 5567 Palmer 
Crossing Circle 
Sarasota, Florida 
34233 

(941) 924-
5600 

Great American Natural 
Products 

4121  16th Street 
N. 

(727) 521-
4372 



  St. Petersburg, FL 
33703 
 

 

Alma Sue 3667 Bahia Vista 
St 
Sarasota, FL 
34232 

(941) 330-
0993 

Cotton Patch 6500 14th St W # 
A 
Bradenton, FL 
34207 

(941) 755-
5102 

Quilters Haven  2418 US Highway 
301 Ellenton, Fl 
34222 

941 729 0511 

Patches Galore 8915 U.S. Hwy 
301 N. Parrish, FL 
34219 

941 776 5669 

Presencia Hilaturas USA  
www.presenciausa.com 
 
(sent thread samples for 
our welcome baskets) 

Evergreen CO.  866-277-6364 
 
 
 
 

The DMC Corporation 
www.dmc.com 
 
(sent thread samples for 
our welcome baskets) 
 

South Kearny, NJ  973-589-8931 
 
 
 
 

 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Retreat – Feedback 
 
My floral appliqué quilt blocks were from 101 Appliqué Blocks by Nancy Brenan Daniel. 
The quilt that Janis Magee was working on is a pattern called Sweet Gatherings #165 Special 
Things Sampler.  Note: The photo on the pattern does not do the quilt justice!  Becky is going 
to order the patterns for the shop so let her know if you want a copy. 
The king sized quilt that I made for my daughter at Christmas time is a pattern called Prairie 
Path by Lynne Hagmeier and was a jelly roll pattern. 
 
Gale Pittman 
tpittma1@tampabay.rr.com 
 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Secret Pals 



Flo and Linda 
 

Having a Secret Pal is a fun way to remind each other how special we are!  This activity is 
meant to be fun and positive recognition of our care for each other! Birthdays and Holidays 
are special times and an opportunity to do something extra special for your Secret Pal.   

Again consider handmade items, recycled or new books, tapes, kits or fabrics. Here are 
some ideas:  gift card ($10 to $15) for pizza, ice cream, quilt shop, etc;  safety pins, hand 
lotion, seam ripper, little rulers, tape measure, band-aids, tape, marking pen, tiny flashlight or 
book light, and a little quilt book to go with it. Art tablet, graph paper tablet, solar calculator, 
disposable camera. Bake a batch of cookies; put them in a tin or cute jar. Fast food gift 
certificate, small photo album, Quilter's mug w/ hot chocolate or tea mix, fancy coffee, 
candle w/ holder,  Christmas ornaments; an Easter bunny, cuddly bears, fun socks, quilted 
checkbook cover or paperback book cover; a small zippered make-up bag or travel bag 
for shoes; hair scrunchies; a small wallhanging,  quilt patterns;  bookmarkers, for the bird lover  
a small bird feeder and some seed- or hummingbird feeder and instant nectar mix; a small 
bobbin box with spare bobbins; some nice milliner's needles and a spool of gray silk thread.  
Be creative! 

Ladies do not forget your secret pal!!!  
  

This is your forum is you want to send information and let your secret pal how much you are 
enjoying her presents. Also to give ideas on presents; please give a note to either Flo or 
Linda. You can also send me an e-mail nsantiago2@tampabay.rr.com and it will get publish 
on the newsletter.  
 

 ~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Community Outreach 
Robin VanScoy 
 
Sheriff Youth Ranch 

 
Salls Cottage (Girls Cottage) has been going through some changes and we have kept in 
touch to support them through out.  We have 4 new girls and have lost Brooke, which is 
disappointing; however, this is the nature of the program sometimes. Miss Linda and Miss Ann 
extend their heartfelt thanks for our patience and support of them. 
  
With that said, we are getting back on somewhat of a schedule for game/social night 
Fridays and a back to basics sewing. 
  
Here is the schedule: 
 
April 
   Friday - April 10 - Game night - TBD - continue with Snack and Desserts only 



   Saturday - April 18 - 1 to 3:30 - Back to basics on the machine as we have new girls and 
                 all could use the refresher.  Drinks/snacks only. 
May 
    Tentative Friday 8th for Game night and Sat 16th for Sewing 
  
The girls leave for home break in early June so we will probably have the month of June off 
and begin back up in July.   
 
Silent Auction 

 
As in several years past, we will hold our Quilt Silent Auction at the May Picnic. Members are 
encouraged to give a quilted item to be sold or bring your check book to the picnic and bid 
on the wonderful items that we will have. 
 
Last year we raised $943 to fund out Community Outreach programs.  Let's see if we can top 
that this year.  Please contact Robin VanScoy - 727-943-2902 if you have any questions or to 
make arrangements to contribute an item. 
 
Bundles of Love 

Renita Sullivan 
 
The quilts go to children between the ages of 1+ and 17 years old, boys and girls.  They do 
carry them with them to hospitals and treatment centers so the size needs to be no bigger 
than about 50 by 60.  This makes it easier to use in all situations (wheelchairs, beds, treatment 
chairs, during chemo etc.)  Bright cheery quilts are desired in any pattern that you choose.   
 
There are many websites that give charity quilt patterns so I suggest that members can 
check these out for patterns that they might enjoy making/trying.  Quillows are fine too as 
long as they are not double layers of polar fleece.  Remember that the quilts will be washed 
a lot so tiny pieces and intricate patterns will not hold up as well a simpler ones.  
 

  ~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
History of Redwork  

Redwork is believed to have originated in Europe in the early 1800’s and traveled to America 
around 1850 with the availability of color fast red floss. The availability of color fast red thread 
and inexpensive cotton fabric led to an abundance of interest in this type of embroidery. 
From the 1860’s through the 1920’s it became popular for young girls to be taught to 
embroider using red thread floss on cotton squares using simple patterns. These "penny 
squares"—the simple cotton and floss could be purchased for a penny in dry goods stores 
across the country—were quickly stitched and often put together block by block into 
lightweight bed covers.  

The outline or running stitch is used primarily for the design with the occasional more fancy 
stitches of Crazy Quilting being added for embellishment.  



Redwork designs were used for home decorating during this time period. Vintage Redwork 
pieces can be found across America today at antique stores and flea markets. The designs 
were usually used in dresser scarves, coverlets, towels, and other items for home decoration. 
This type of embroidery was applied to very functional pieces of linen or cotton that were 
meant to withstand daily use. It was not unusual for moral sayings expressing the virtues of 
hard work to be stitched in script with flowers added for a charming effect. 

A resurgence in this simple embroidery began in the late 1990’s and continues today. 
Redwork groups have sprung up at quilt stores as women fall in love with the simplicity of the 
vintage designs and the easy use of the patterns 

http://www.lastingtreasure.com 
  
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
April Birthdays 
Penny Black 
 

Nancy Hempel – 4/11                                                      
Cathy Brown – 4/12                                                         
Linda Maddox – 4/13 
Fran Dunn – 4/15 
Janet Slee – 4/18 
Kathy Goodner – 4/19 
Linda Martin -4/24 
Karen Pieczonka – 4/27 
 
Many happy returns to all. 
 

~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

 
Congratulations to Debby Buckley on the birth of her first precious granddaughter Mila. She 
was born March 26, weighted 7 lb and 13 oz. Baby and Mother are doing great (Mom is 
Debby’s daughter Deon). 
  
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Types of Quilts  

Crazy Quilt- Term used for quilts that are made up of "crazy pieced" blocks. That is, 
scraps of all different types of fabric are sewn to a background fabric using decorative 
stitches to join the seams and embroidery to decorate. Pattern pieces are usually 
irregularly shaped. Crazy quilts were popular in the Victorian age when young girls 
pieced together these quilts to display their sewing and embroidery skills. Often times, 
the ornate stitching is what makes the quilt stand out from other quilts. Velvets and silks 
were often used. 



Echo Quilting- A method of quilting by which the stitches outline (run parallel to) to an 
existing motif or piece in the quilt. 

English Paper Piecing- A method of hand quilting in which paper templates are used to 
help turn under the seam allowances. Papers are generally left in the quilt top until all 
pieces have been joined together, and then removed for future use. 

Eye Spy Quilt-The style of quilt in which novelty prints are fussy cut and assembled 
randomly in pairs to create a "memory" game style quilt for a child. Common block 
styles are hexagon, triangle, or just squares.  

 
 ~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Mystery Quilt: 
Jill French 
 
Mystery Quilt - Coming soon to a guild near you!!!!           
  
SATURDAY, APRIL 25    Crossroads Baptist Church, Palm Harbor 
Arrive around 9:00 am.   Instruction begins at 9:30 am. 
  
Bring BSQS (Basic Sewing & Quilting Supplies), cut fabric, leftover fabric, lunch, beverage, 
snack to share and a fun attitude! 
  
I know many of you (48 or so) are totally consumed with retreat but that's no excuse to 
procrastinate (hmmm...) on Mystery Quilt preparation.  Might I suggest that you purchase 
your fabrics while on a little shopping spree in the Parrish/Ellenton/Sarasota/Bradenton area if 
you don't already have them.  In either case, set aside a little time at retreat to cut and label 
your fabrics so you can relax until Mystery Quilt Day (MQD).  Fabric requirements and cutting 
instructions are on the PQ website:  http://www.hypersytes.com/pqwebsite/ 
  
This year's MQ is easy, scrappy (if you choose) and produces quite an amazing-looking quilt. 
  
Email jfrench25@tampabay.rr.com with questions.  Last chance for questions is the April 16 
PQ meeting. 
  

 
********************** 
PQ's Mystery Quilt:  
 
Mystery Quilt Committee is responsible for planning and running a Mystery Quilt Day 
(MQD).  The design of the quilt remains a mystery to those attending until completed quilts of 
Committee members are revealed midway through MQD.  Participation in MQD is restricted 
to PQ Guild members.   
  



The Committee is made up of up to six or seven volunteering active Guild members.  Each 
committee member makes her own mystery quilt to be revealed on MQD.   
  
The Committee's responsibilities include selecting a quilt pattern for the following year's MQD; 
scheduling a date and location; arranging for fabric requirements, cutting instructions and 
pre-sewing instructions to be posted on the Guild's website; preparing step-by-step sewing 
instructions and visual aids to guide participants on MQD; and on MQD assisting participants 
by providing help, answering questions, pressing, unsewing, etc. as well as setting up and 
tearing down the room. 
  
This year's Mystery Quilt Committee is made up of Jill French (Chairman), Pat Dearth, Lynne 
Woods, Teri Roberts, Cathy Brown, Judy Wedekind and Roni Hunt. 

 ~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

2009 Brown Bag Challenge 
Judy Wedekind 
 
"What is a Brown Bag Challenge?"  It is a time for you step out of your comfort zone to do 
something fun and receive something wonderful in return.  The following outlines what you 
need to know in order to participate: 

1. 3 COORDINATING FAT QUARTERS  
2. Place the 3 COORDINATING FAT QUARTERS in a brown lunch bag with no markings (I 

will have extra bags if you don't have one); please no notes requesting a particular 
item to be made - that takes away from the challenge.  

3. Bring to the PQ Summer Party, May 21st, at Crossroads Baptist Church  
4. Hand in to me  
5. Then near the end of the Summer Party, you will select a brown bag that is not yours 

for the challenge. 
Note, if you can not make the May 21st party, please mail me your 3 COORDINATING FAT 
QUARTERS. I will need to receive them by May 14th or give to a fellow PQ Member who is 
coming to the party to hand in.  My address is:  Judy Wedekind - 3140 Timberview Drive - 
Dunedin, FL  34698 
  
If you have any question please feel free to contact me at 727-644-5685 
 
*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

Suwannee Valley Quilt Shoppe 
Donna Tormeno 

Went to this place and would like to let you know about it. The Suwannee Valley Shoppes 
located in North Central Florida's Gilchrist County and historic Trenton. Spend a day in our 
Suwannee Valley Quilt Shoppe, located in a 1925 Coca Cola Bottling Plant. The Quilt Shoppe 
is home to over 5,000 bolts of fabric, an extensive selection of quilting supplies and a tin 
ceiling library where customers can relax in comfortable chairs while selecting from over 400 



quilt books. This structure also houses the Suwannee Rose Café, serving pastries and 
luncheon specialties including a variety of quiches, soups, salads and sandwiches.  

The restored 1910 Dry Goods Store just one block south of the old rail-road depot, features 
our sister shops. The Suwannee Valley Stained Glass Works has one of the most extensive 
selections of glass and supplies in North Central Florida with over 20,000 pounds of stained 
and clear glass as well as books, hand tools, soldering irons and saws. This store also houses 
our full-service Custom Frame Shop which specializes in preserving your fabric art including 
cross stitch and needlework pieces but also does any of your fine pieces of art. And our 
newest addition is the Suwannee Valley Antique Gallery, home to many fine quality antique 
furnishings and glassware from times gone by. 

Lynn's Country Cross Stitch is located in this building, having one of the ten largest cross stitch 
selections in the country.  

Enjoy lunch and pastries at the Suwannee Rose Cafe! 

The Suwannee Rose Cafe is the perfect place to relax and have a light lunch and a delicious 
home style pastry after browsing the Quilt Shoppe and our Christmas and gift room. 

Quiche: We serve quiche every day - spinach, ham & cheese, broccoli or  
crab. (And are they ever good!)  

Salads: Our salad sampler includes a little bit of everything. Enjoy samples of chicken salad, 
broccoli salad, pasta salad and our delicious potato salad. Of course you can always order 
just your favorite. 

Sandwiches & Croissants: Enjoy a sandwich on our bread of the day or croissant made with 
your choice of turkey, ham, chicken salad or tuna salad. 

Soups: For those cold winter days, or just anytime, we're now serving delicious home made 
soups, including split pea, creamy potato, minestrone, clam chowder and potato ham 
chowder. In addition, we're now serving quiche every day - either spinach or ham & cheese. 
(And are they ever good!) 

Beverages: Warm up with our hot gourmet Starbuck's coffee, hot tea or hot chocolate. Also 
service sweet or unsweet tea, raspberry tea and a variety of cold drinks. 

Pastries: Lunch just isn't complete without a choice of Ragena's chocolate peanut butter pie, 
a six layer chocolate torte, our three day coconut cake, Kahlua cake, orange marmalade 
cake, lemon crème, red velvet cake and our German chocolate cake. You can get an 
individual slice or order an entire pie or cake for your special event (2 days notice please for 
whole cakes and pies.) 

Call Ragena at 352-463-3842 to make arrangements for your group or to order whole pies or 
cakes. 



*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Newsletter Deadline 
 
May newsletter deadline for articles is May 8th. Thanks for your futures contributions to the 
newsletter.  
 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 

Mini Groups News  

 
Seville Girls – We will be meeting in April 23th. The Seville Girls mini group meets the 4th 
Thursday of the month at Card Room on the Seville Apartment complex, Clearwater.  We 
are currently working on little wall hangings. For more information on the mini group you may 
contact Karen Pieczonka, kpiecz@msn.com or Pam Sprague, twilightstar2003@yahoo.com. 
Members are always welcome.  
 

 
Day Quilters - Currently, the Day Quilters are making one or two blocks a month for our 
soldiers and they will be gathered up and put together and quilted when we have enough 
to make lap sized quilts. Renita made a banner quilt with the soldiers insignia on it and sent it 
to them last month.  
  
We are still figuring out a workable pattern for the veteran’s wheelchairs/ bedside ditty bags. 
  
In addition- in an effort to downsize our UFO's- we are drawing a number each month. 
Everyone has their own list of UFO's and we are working on that number we draw each 
month. These projects are not required to be finished- just worked on for the month- thus 
living up to our PROCRASTINATING namesake. 
 
The Day Quilters have been very busy and so we are having a mini retreat up in Jacksonville 
the end of this month.  
 
Mary Ann Leonard - marlemom@tampabay.rr.com 
 
EQ6 or EQ5 Group Forming 

 
Eleanor is interested in forming a mini group one based on Electric Quilt, no sewing, but 
participants would need a laptop and the EQ6 or EQ5 program to participate.  This would 
enable participants to explore Electric Quilt and we could all learn together what the 
program can do.  Just wanted to know how much interest there is out in the group? If any 
member is interested in joining this group please contact Eleanor at 
elekam@tampabay.rr.com 
 



Mini Groups we want to hear from you. What are you currently working? What are your 
future plans?  What is the name of the group? Where do you meet? Who is the main contact 
of the group? Are you accepting new members?  
 
Please send this information to be included in future newsletters to 
nsantiago2@tampabay.rr.com. 
 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Florida International Museum Quilt Exhibit - October 2009 to January 2010 

The St. Petersburg Florida International Museum will be hosting an exhibit which will feature 
quilts and fiber arts projects from Pinellas County Quilt Guilds. The name of the exhibit will be: 
Quilts Past and Present - a Fiber Arts Celebration. They will be displaying vintage, appliqué, 
miniature, machine pieced, and hand and machine quilted quilts along with wearable quilts 
(jackets, etc). There will also be a separate display of Pauline Salzmann’s quilts. 

PQs are being asked to audition it’s member’s quilts to then submit them to the Exhibit 
Committee. There is a form to fill out for each quilt submitted which includes the story of the 
quilt (Provenance). Each guild is asked to do it’s own initial auditioning and then send the 
forms with pictures of the quilt to the committee. (One picture of the whole quilt and at least 
one close-up.) It was felt that it was too difficult to lug the quilts around to bring to the initial 
Exhibit Committee auditioning as there is always a potential for damage, loosing, storing, 
etc. Once the Exhibit Committee makes a selection, then they may ask for the quilts 
themselves. 

This is not a competition or judging event, but the selected quilts must show quality of the 
technique used to make the quilt. Also, it must be a quilt (3 layers, quilted and bound) unless 
it is a vintage quilt (some vintage quilts have only survived as tops). The quilts should have 
good eye appeal and good use of color to demonstrate quilts to the general public. The 
quilts must have a label and a four inch sleeve. 

Label must include: 

Name of quilt and source of design 

Quilt maker’s name 

Quilter’s name 

Date 

Where Made 

PQ’s will be forming an audition committee to initially screen the quilts for the Exhibit 
Committee to look at. Anyone interested in displaying their quilt from October 2009 to 



January 2010 at the museum should bring their quilt to the April PQ meeting for the PQ 
selection committee to look at. 

There are rooms available at the museum for demonstrations or classes during the months of 
the exhibit. Our guild has an opportunity to offer workshops or demonstrations Thursday 
through Sunday for quilters and/or the public. It was felt that projects that involved kids 
would be a great draw and help get the younger set interested in quilting. A small fee would 
be charged to cover the cost of materials and the teacher fees.  

If you are interested in serving on the PQ selection committee, please email Pauline Mallory 
at pmallor2@tampabay.rr.com  or call at 349-8254 Thanks! 

 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Pins 

Pins are made from brass, steel or stainless steel. 

Brass pins are usually nickel-plated. Be careful with brass pins because the nickel-plating may 
leave a black mark that is not easy to remove on the fabric. The advantage of brass pins is 
they have a very sharp point and typically will not rust. 

Steel pins are the least expensive to purchase, but the steel may rust. The advantage of a 
steel pin is that steel is stronger than brass -- an advantage when working with heavy wools 
or drapery fabric. Plus, I like working with steel pins because of my magnetic pin holder. 
(Remember: If you have a magnetic pin holder, don't place it near an electronic device or 
embroidery machine because it may damage the computer chips.) Sometimes steel pins will 
be nickel-plated, which helps to prevent rusting. 

Stainless steel pins do not rust and are the strongest pins available. Their only disadvantage is 
they are the most expensive. 

Pin heads can be flat, may have a ball at the end or be T-shaped. A flat head is the most 
common pin head because it is the least expensive to produce. This is a great standard pin 
for sewing lightweight fabric like cottons or broadcloths. 

A ball head is one step up from the flat head. The advantage of a ball head is that it is easier 
to see. I prefer a ball head for all of my sewing, but especially for heavier fabrics like denim 
or bulky fabrics like sweatshirts or polar fleece. I find the head is easier to grab hold of for 
inserting and pulling out of the fabric. 

A ball head may be made from either plastic or glass. Glass heads are more expensive than 
plastic heads, but, if your budget allows it, purchase glass heads over plastic heads. A plastic 
head will melt from the heat of an iron whereas the glass heads will not melt. 



A T-shaped head is used for crafts and draperies. Typically the pin is longer, and the larger 
head makes it easier to insert into and pull out of multiple layers of fabrics or heavy wools. 

Pin Length and Diameter  

The length of a pin is stated in sixteenths of an inch. Translated, this means that a no. 16 pin is 
one inch long (or 16/16) while a no. 17 pin is 1 1/16 inches long. In general, pins range in 
length from a no. 8 (8/16 or 1/2 long) to a no. 24 (1 1/4 inches long). As a general rule, use 
longer pins for bulky fabric or layered fabrics and shorter pins for delicate fabrics. 

The most common pin is called a dressmaking pin or no. 17. This pin is considered to have a 
medium diameter, and it is used just like the name implies, for general garment sewing. 

A pleating pin, or no. 16, has a smaller diameter than a dressmaking pin. It is designed to be 
used on fine or delicate fabric. 

A long pin, or no. 24, is used for heavyweight fabric (thick wools with lots of bulk), draperies or 
crafts. 

 ~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Summer Retreats - BeSewCreative Quilt Retreats  

First we have Margaret Miller joining us July 8-12.  Margaret will arrive Wednesday night and 
teach Thursday and Friday.  The workshop will be a two day class on her book Angle Play.  
You can see examples of the designs possible with this technique at  
http://www.millerquilts.com/workshops.html   Here is the link to the supply list... 
http://www.millerquilts.com/workshops/wkshp-angleplay.html   Don't forget to scroll down to 
the two-day workshop list.  Seating is limited to 25, so sign up NOW!  

July 22-26 is our MYSTERY QUILT RETREAT.  Pat has a great mystery quilt lined up for you, with 
three sizes available.  You won't want to miss all the fun of seeing how everyone's fabrics 
work with this mystery.  

July 29- Aug 2 is Mom's Summer Camp.  What better time to get away for a few days than 
when the kids are all at their own summer camps.  Come recharge YOUR batteries while the 
kids are away.  You can sew till the wee-hours of the morning or sleep in if you like.  Bring any 
project you want to work on.  There will be plenty of room to layout the quilt you want to 
finish or the one you just haven't had time to even start.  And don't forget that we always 
have a massage therapist available on Saturday if you want to treat yourself to a little extra 
pampering while there's no-one pulling on your apron strings. 

 August 12-16 Debbie Caffrey will be here to help you tame all those 2 1/2 inch strips of 
fabrics with designs from her book "Can of Worms".  This is a two day class Thursday & Friday.  
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday you will have time to work on other projects you may 
have brought, finish the quilt from class, sleep in, go shopping, or get a massage.  See 



Debbie's website for class description and supply lists.  
http://www.debbiescreativemoments.com/quilting-lectures-workshops.htm#WORMS  
Seating is limited to 25, so sign up NOW! 

 You won't want to miss our last retreat of the summer...!!! 

 September 23-27 we are featuring Bonnie McCaffery.  She will be teaching two one-day 
classes.  On Thursday enjoy learning about "Face Painting"  
http://bonniemccaffery.com/teaching/workshops/paintedface.html and Friday will be 
"Fantasy Fabric".  http://bonniemccaffery.com/teaching/workshops/fantastfab.html.  
Seating is limited to 25, so sign up NOW! 

For more information about any of our upcoming retreats please see our website, 
www.BeSewCreative.com .  Registration forms can be printed directly from our website.  
Please don't hesitate to email me with any questions you may have about these retreats or 
to schedule a private retreat for your group, guild or shop (min. 10 participants).  Please 
forward this email along to your quilting friends, guild members and local quilt shops.   

Looking forward to seeing you at a Retreat real soon! 

Rhonda Baker 
BeSewCreative Quilt Retreats 
Cissy33@BeSewCreative.com 
http://www.BeSewCreative.com 

 ~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Classified Ad 
 
I would like to put a classified ad in the newsletter to sell my Babylock Ellagante 2 Sewing 
and Embroidery Machine for $3500 obo.   
Thanks!  Susan Herman 
 
I am on a search for a pattern. Perhaps one of my PQ members has a copy that I could 
borrow.  The pattern is called "Strippy Quilt" from the book "Sew Fast....Sew Fun...Sew Easy"  by 
Cindy Oates. Thanks Sharon Kalinowski 
 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Monthly Survey Contest  
 

April question: How many years I have been quilting? Send your response to 
nsantiago2@tampay.rr.com with the subject line years as quilter. The winner will be randomly 
selected and receive a bag of goodies. Winner will be announced in the following 
newsletter and responses will be included in following newsletters.  
 
February winner: Sandy Davis she has 7 projects and at 100 on her mind. Congratulations 
Sandy!!!!! 



 
Responses from February Survey Question:  
 
How many projects are your working right now?  
Answers range from 3 projects to 23.  
 
How do you have them organized? 
Plastics bags 
PIGS (projects in grocery sacks) 
Project boxes 
Baskets 
Pizza box 
Clear plastic boxes 
Suitcases 
Organized by due dates 
Organized thru the house, family room, kitchen, sewing room 
Shoeboxes  
Tubs 
Tote bags 
 
Thank you, ladies for your responses. Keep answering and you might be the next winner.  
 

~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Spot it on the Net 
 
Another fabric online store www.fashionfabricsclub.com.  
 
Free books online -If you like to read more classical books, then check out this website... 
http://www.readonline.com. 
 
There is two more Free BOM out there. For those who love Pat Sloan she has teamed up with 
author Emilie Richards to create block of the month: A Season of Grace on alternating 
months you can printed the pattern www.patsloan.com and www.emillierichards.com. The 
other is another stitchery Dress up and can be found at www.lastingtreasure.com.  
 
This website gives has projects, there is a little cute zip lock bag. 
http://www.cutoutandkeep.net/ 
 

~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Spot it at a store near you 

 

Valdani Threads were spotted at the Crafty Framer on Ulmerton Road.  

 
Loose Threads by Helen Kelley.  It can be purchase at Joann’s or any book store. This is the 
book Cathy was reading on the March meeting.  



 
~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Quotation 
 
Quilting quotes: 

Sew on to success!  

Constant use has not worn ragged, the fabric of their Friendship 

My husband lets me buy all the fabric I can hide!  

One yard of fabric, like one cookie, is never enough!  

Blessed are the children of the piecemakers...For they shall inherit the quilts! 

Friendship is like a bank account...You can't continue to draw on it without making deposits! 

Friendship, like old quilts, stand the test of time! 

Good friends are like quilts, they never lose their warmth. 

  

A day patched with quilting seldom unravels. 

  

Ask not what your fabric can do for you, but what you can do for your fabric. 

  

She who dies with the most fabric wins. 

  

Asking a quilter to mend is like asking Picasso to paint your garage. 

Our lives are like quilts bits and pieces, joy and sorrow, stitched with love. 

Quilts are like friends a great source of comfort. 

  

My husband said if I were to buy any more fabric, he would leave me. I'm going to miss him!!  

A quilt is something you make to keep someone you love ... WARM!  

Anytime is stitchin' time.  



  

LOST: Husband, dog and sewing machine. Reward offered for sewing machine 

Touch these scissors and die!  

Memories are stitched with love. 

  

"Fabricologist Resource Centre"...that sounds more impressive than "fabric stash" 

Good friends are like quilts, they never lose their warmth.  

 

In the crazy quilt of life, I'm glad you're in my block of friends.  

 
Quilters never cut corners  
 

~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Interesting Event 

Now here is some information you can't live without having....  

At five minutes and six seconds after 4 AM on the 8th of July this year, the time and date will 

be 04:05:06 07/08/09. This will never happen again 

 

~*~*~*~*`*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

WANTED – RECIPES 
 
We would like to include recipes in every edition of the newsletter; to do so we need the 
help of all the members. Please share with the PQ community your favorite’s recipes. Please 
send them to nsantiago2@tampabay.rr.com to be included in the following sections. Thanks 
for your future contributions.  

Russian Teacakes – Maureen Wallace 

1 cup butter, softened 
1/2 cup powdered sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla 
2 1/4 cups all purpose flour 
3/4 cup finely chopped pecans 
Powdered sugar 

Heat oven to 400 degrees.  Mix butter, 1/2 cup powdered sugar and vanilla.  Mix in flour and 
nuts until dough holds together. 



Shape dough into 1 inch balls.  Place about 1 inch apart on ungreased cookie sheet.  Bake 
until set, not brown, 10-12 minutes. 

Roll again in powdered sugar while warm or cool(not hot)  Roll in powdered sugar again.  
About 4 dozen cookies. 

 
Healthy Meatloaf 

  
1. 1 1/2 lbs ground beef 
2. 2 egg whites 
3. 1/2 onion chopped 
4. 1 cup skim milk 
5. 1 cup oatmeal 
6. salt and pepper to taste 
3/4 cup ketchup 
2 TB brown sugar 
2 TB mustard 
 
Preheat oven to 350* 
 
In large bowl combine the first 6 ingredients plus 1/2 cup ketchup and place in lightly 
greased pan. 
 
In a separate bowl add the brown sugar, mustard and 1/4 cup ketchup. Mix well and pour 
over the meatloaf. Bake at 350* for one hour. 
 
 
Pumpkin Bread – Sharon Kalinowski 
2/3 cup shortening 
2 2/3 cups sugar 
4 eggs 
1 can (15 oz) pumpkin 
2/3 cups water 
3 1/3 cups flour 
2 tsp. baking soda 
1 ½ tsp. salt 
½ tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp cinnamon 
1 tsp cloves 
2/3 cups nuts 
2/3 cup raisins 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.                       
Grease 2 9” x 5” x 3” loaf pans 
 
In a large bowl, cream shortening & sugar until fluffy. Stir in 
eggs, pumpkin and water.  
Blend in flour, baking soda, salt, baking powder, cinnamon & 
cloves. Stir in nuts and raisins.  
 
Bake about 70 minutes 



 

Name Little Known Fact 

  

As a child I was on several  children's TV shows….Merry 
Mailman and Mickey Mouse club. 

  Hugh Jackman can put his shoes under my bed anytime! 

  I am a big Star Trek fan 

  

I am writing a series of short stories based on Baby 
Boomer childhood experiences. 

  I don't like the color yellow. 

  

I have eaten Rockie Mountain Oysters…..Ask me what 
they are if you don't know.  It is not seafood! 

  

I learned how to sew when I was 7 years old by making 
dresses for my baby sister.  Now I make her quilts...she 
never learned to sew. 

  I like to hunt for fossils. 

  

I once worked at the Pentagon and had a Top Secret 
clearance.  

  I play the accordion. 

  I played the bassoon and flute in high school 

  

I used to help my husband do the layouts for printed 
circuit boards. 

  

I was a biker for over 20 years, still am but now I am a 
tricker.  at one time I drove my own bike but did prefer to 
be the passenger on our Harley.  a world of difference 
between my crisp white  nurses uniform and my black 
leathers. 

  

I was a girls basketball high school varsity official and I 
was even asked to officiate the high school play-off 
divisional state play-off games,   I also coached high 
school girls varsity teams for over 10 years 

  I was born in Australia 



  

I was in a play in high school (The Wizard on Oz). Our 
production was such a hit that we were asked to perform 
at USF 

  I once owned 25 coffee pots 

  I went to the Academy Awards 

  Loves Chinese food 

  Met Bill Gates.  

  met president Clinton and was charmed! 

  

Met Tom Selleck in a Mom & Pop grocery store while 
holding a 4-pack of toilet paper.  

  

minored in art in college and almost changed my major to 
it. 

  

My dad, now 88 was an extra in the movies of many 
many years ago called "The Little Rascals", his mother 
was always at the movie sets selling stationary goods to 
the studios and she knew so many of the old stars. 

  

my great-great- great grandfather was the Mohawk 
Indian chief Joseph Brant. 

  

Was pres. Of the Future Homemakers of America in high 
school…..feel free to ask me for tips on homemaking. 

  

Worked for MTV for 2 years , was in one music video and 
entered the MTV Music awards with Boy George 

  Worked with Farrah Fawcett 

  

Would really like to compete on the Amazing race with 
her son…. Winning would be nice too! 

 
 
 


