Meeting Minutes
September 18, 2008

Cathy welcomed members back after the summer months.  She handed out slips of paper for those doing show and tell.

She shared one of her favorite sayings “Our lives are like quilts, bits and pieces, stitched in love.”
Guests were introduced: Mary Berger from New Port Richey, and Barbara Leonard, MaryAnn Leonard’s sister.

New Members – This month, our new member is Diane Amos.

Please have any friends you may know of that are interested in joining PQ’s contact us. Please let them know we have room and would love to have them join us.

The tickets for the show and tell are used to designate when you will show.  If you have a pink slip, you will do the first round of show and tell.  The blue tickets will do their show and tell at the end.  The colors will change each month.

Cathy shared that we have had two board meetings since last spring.  We have some announcements on things that are moving forward.
First, we are going forward with a quilt show.  There is a committee formed and some details have been set up.  The first detail that needs to be done is a review of our By Laws to work with Penny Black, Judy Wedekind, Jeanene Harvey and Pat Dearth.  

We will be joining the SSQA, Sunshine State Quilters Association.  This will help us with information and support that we can get from them is very needed.  This will start in January.

We are also going to become incorporated.  This will provide liability protection for the guild, a tax exempt status for saving money and making legal purchases and for our opportunity quilts.  This will legalize our community outreach projects and donations.

We will be having more national teachers which will be very expensive.  This is what the members have asked us to do.  We will be raising the dues from $2/month to $2.50/month.  This will be $30/year and will begin in January.

A motion was made to increase the dues to $36/year with the money going towards expenses of teachers, newsletters, incorporation expenses, party supplies.

The motion was seconded.

The vote was taken and 24 for and 22 against.  Since the vote was so close, we did a recount to be sure.
The recount was by ticket and members were asked to indicate if they want the dues increased to $30 or $36 started next year.

We moved tables around the shop to make some room for members to take care of business items such as Party Blocks, Membership, Community Outreach, Retreat, Secret Pals, and Block of the Month.  Please wander around before the meetings and take advantage of this time to take care of some of the business.

Committee Reports:

Vice President/ Party Chick - Susan Herman – showed party blocks will be for sale starting next month.  Each package will be $1.  There are pieced and appliqué options. The patterns are free at www.freecoloringpages.com. 

Bring your completed blocks, with your name on the seam allowance on the back of the block to the Holiday Party on December 18th for a chance to win a set of blocks. The party will start at 6:30pm.
Community Outreach – Robin Van Scoy – 

Maureen Wallace was able to deliver our quilts to the Tampa VA.  Carol Clarke and Sharon Kalinowski were able to go with her.  

Please stop by the Community Outreach table.  We had a slide show of pictures from the Florida Youth Ranch and a scrap book.  We have pillowcase kits and NICU kits available if you want to do one.  We have a survey for members tonight.  Please participate so that we can better direct our Community Outreach in the next year.

We have a CO day this weekend at the FSYR to teach the girls how to make tote bags if anyone is available to help out.

Badges – Robin displayed a badge to hang your “tchochkis” that we will be implementing next year.  If you would like to participate, we will need you to turn in your badge at the Holiday party so that we can have the holes drilled to hang the dangles.

Membership – According to the by laws we are supposed to be wearing your badge or we are supposed to pay a fine of $.25.  Woohoo!  Anyone needing a new badge, let Penny know.  She is putting in a new order.  Badges are $7.50.

Brown Bag – Judy Wedekind reviewed the guidelines for the Brown Bag Challenge.  Please turn in the projects by November 14th.  Some drop off places is here at the shop.  Send Judy an email if you drop it off at the shop and she will come in and pick them up.  If there is an emergency that you will not be able to complete your project on time, please call either Judy or Cathy so that we can help you get this resolved.  If a project is not completed, you will not be getting one to take home the night of the meeting.

Retreat – Sharon Kalinowski.  The 2009 is scheduled for April 3rd, 4th, and 5th.  The total fee is $200.  She is sending around a sheet with the fees paid for you to review so we can be sure that we are in sync.
Please indicate if you have a preference for room mates.  Please see Sharon at her table after the meeting.

Lori – Hook up with Tom regarding pricing and availability on massages for retreat.

Announcements:

We have the opportunity quilt for the Largo Cracker Quilters available tonight.  See Lynn Tinley for tickets. 
Renita Sullivan reports that we have completed 160 pillow cases so far.  Kathy Leitner has assisted in delivering 120 of them to All Children’s Hospital in St. Petersburg.  The Children’s Cancer Center in Tampa is interested receiving donations of pillow cases as well.

Our progam this evening is Malia-Marion Bosch from Aloha Malia.  Her program is on Hawaiian, Tahitian and Asian quilts.

The result of the vote for dues is 26 members voted for $30 and 20 members voted for $36.  The change of dues to $30/year is approved and will be effective in January 2009.
The winner of the 50/50 drawing is Karen Pieczonka.  The total collected was $107.
We ended with the last half of the show and tell.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Lori Lewis

Secretary

