Minutes for the Business Meeting – Procrastinating Quilters

January 17, 2008     Held at Country Quilts & Bears, Clearwater, FL
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by the new president, Cathy Starman.  She went through her questionnaire - “Are You a Quiltaholic?”  After taking score, member Judy Browell received the Queen Quiltaholic feathered tiara for her high score of 98 points.

Cathy recommends a book, Help! I Married a Quilter by Mark Hyland.  She reports that this is a funny read sure to entertain us all.

From our survey taken last year, Cathy reported that several members felt the business meetings sometimes ran long.  To help this, the board is asking that the minutes to the meetings and the financial reports be made available online in lieu of reading them aloud at the meetings.  This should give more time for our programs and show and tell.  Members approved this change and it will begin immediately.

Next month, anyone wanting to show items for show and tell will be given a card or some other item that will indicate if you are going to do your show and tell at the beginning of the meeting or at the end of the meeting.  The board thought it would be fun to see your inspiring items at the beginning as well as at the end of the meetings.
VP Report – Susan Herman requested help with putting away chairs and restoring the meeting room for the quilt shop.  Susan passed a sign up sheet to get a list of existing mini-groups within our guild.
Secretary – Lori Lewis / No report

Treasurer – Robin Van Scoy /  Robin announced that the Membership records and Dues will now be handled by the Membership Chairman.  The Membership Chairman is Penny Black.  Please update any address or contact information with Penny.  She will be collecting dues for the New Year.

Membership – Penny Black asked all members to fill out the newly created Membership Form when renewing their membership.  If you have already renewed your dues, please fill out the form as well.  This information will be used for updating the membership roster data.  Penny is working on an information booklet for new members that will contain information helpful to introduce them into our guild.

New members introduced were:  Janet Jensen, Donna Rowledge and Pauline Bowers
Community Outreach (formerly known as Charity) –
Updates on Community Outreach projects:
Robin Van Scoy distributed notes and photos from the kids at the Florida Youth Ranch thanking members for the gifts of quilts and pillow cases at Christmas.  

We received a thank you note from the staff at All Children’s Hospital for the pillow cases members made for all the children hospitalized over Christmas Day.
A thank you note from Pinellas Village was received for donations made as well.

Upcoming Community Outreach projects:
Maureen Wallace and Sharon Kalinowski will be co-chairing the Outreach Quilt projects including the Soldier Quilts.  The Soldier Quilt project was discussed and Sharon displayed a sample project.  January 26th is a sew day for this project.  We will be meeting at the Crossroads Baptist Church on Curlew Road at 9:30 am to sew on our projects.  Bring your project to work on or come and help out someone else.  Bring a lunch and a snack to share.

There are 3 mini-retreats scheduled for this year.  The dates are May 17th, October 18th and August 16th.  The August date will be another Community Outreach sew day.

Our main Community Outreach project this year will be teaching the kids at the Florida Sherriff’s Youth Ranch.  We are tentatively scheduling the 2nd Friday evening each month for a pot luck dinner and the last Saturday of the month as work days.  A list was distributed for members to sign up to indicate when they may be available to help with this project.  We are expecting about 10 girls, ages 14 through 18.  We will be teaching them to sew first and making pillow cases and pj bottoms.  We will be reviewing how to us the machines and tools on our first work night.  

Our Pillow Case project was discussed by Renita Sullivan.  This project is continuing again this year.  Members will again get their name placed in a jar for each pillow case that they complete and turn in to Renita.  At the end of the year, a drawing will be made for a gift certificate to the quilt shop.  Renita reported that the quilts were very well received and much appreciated.  Fabrics for older boys, batiks and even some Happy Birthday fabrics were fun.  Directions for making the pillow cases will be available online at the PQ website.

The summer party, scheduled for May 15th this year, will once again have the Quilt Auction project.  Our goal for this year is $500.  Turn in quilts, quilted items, blocks or tops to Robin Van Scoy at the April Meeting.

Retreat 2008 – Carol Clarke /Retreat is scheduled for April 4-6, 2008.  We have 48 members confirmed and 1 new member on the waiting list.  The massage list now has two people scheduled to come in.  The balance for retreat registration and full payment of any massages is due at the March meeting.  If you paid $86 as a deposit, the balance due is $90. A sign up sheet for room mates is now available.
The people who signed up to work on the retreat committee will be emailed for a work day.

Retreat 2009 is now scheduled for April 3rd to the 5th, 2009.  We have booked all the cabins and the pool house as well.  Sign ups are starting today.

Secret Pals – Flo Bradbury and Linda Steinport / Members who have not yet signed up can contact Linda to get started this year.

Newsletter – Norma Santiago / No report.  Norma is out sick tonight.

Sunshine – Diane Friedman / Our member, Sherry Eppard, passed away last week.  We have cards available for you to sign tonight for Sherry’s husband and her aunt and PQ member, Lois Miley.
Mystery Quilt – Jill French / The 2008 PQ Mystery Quilt is being held Saturday March 15 at 9:30 am at the Crossroads Baptist Church.  There are instructions available including fabric requirements, cutting and pre-sewing homework.  The handouts will be available at the business meetings, in the newsletter and online.

Contact Jill French at jfrench25@tampabay.rr.com or at 727-581-7996 with any questions or assistance with the homework.
Programs – Roni Hunt and Cathy Leitner /  The following scheduled and tentative programs for 2008 were reported.

January – Linda Luggen – Historical appliqué quilts from her family.

February – Mystery History

March – Sunny Maleski – Taming the Scrap Basket

April – Renita Sullivan and friends – appliqué and embellishment workshop

May – No program / Summer Party

June – A new one year BOM (Block of the Month) program is revealed

July – Social meeting, sale night and a surprise for all attending

August – Community Outreach sewing project night

September – Malia – Hawaiian appliqué

October – A trunk show/ Youth Ranch

November – Brown Bag Reveal night

December – No program – Christmas Party

January 2009 – Get ready….it’s a huge surprise special speaker!

New Business –

National Quilt Day -  Largo Cracker Quilters has asked us to participate in a demo and quilting event to be held at Heritage Village in Largo on March 8th.  Let Cathy Starman know if you are interested in staffing this event.
Quilt Class Opportunities – Vicki Olsen announced class openings that have become available through the Feather Princesses of Tampa.  The openings are:

February 13th Anita Schackelford.  A lecture and trunk show at the Feather Princesses meeting.  $15 for non-members.  There are also openings for her appliqué classes on Wednesday afternoon, Thursday and Friday of that week as well.

March 12th – Karen Phillips Schwallen.  Trunk show and lecture on Wednesday  $15 for non-members.  Wednesday class will be teaching line stitches, Thursday will be fancy stitches and Friday will be flower stitches and embellishment using silk ribbon.

Please contact Dorothy Johnson of the Feather Princesses if you are interested in attending any of these classes.  Dorothy’s email address is djohns47@tampabay.rr.com
Healing Hearts -  Susan Herman shared the quilt she completed for her sister Ann Zook.  The blocks were made by PQ members during Ann’s confinement.

Program – Our speaker this evening is Linda Luggen.  Her trunk show included many very old historical quilts made by members of her family.  She will be teaching a class at Country Quilts and Bears on Friday and will be covering a beautiful appliquéd border treatment.

After show and tell, the 50/50 drawing was awarded to our new member Pauline who received $59.  $60 will be deposited into our Community Outreach fund.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Lori Lewis, Secretary

